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BEFORE THE ARIZONA VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 


IN THE MATTER OF: CASE No.: 22-115 

L. H. NELSON, DVM CONSENT AGREEMENT 
FINDINGS OF FACT 

HOLDER OF LICENSE No. 1162 CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

FOR THE PRACTICE OF VETERINARY AND ORDER 


MEDICINE IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA, 


RESPONDENT. 


weve veve yew 


In the interest of a prompt and judicious settlement of the above captioned 
matter before the Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board (“Board"} 
and consistent with the public interest, statutory requirements and 
responsibilities of the Board, and pursuant to A.R.S. §32-2201 et. seg. and A.R.S. 
§ 41-1092.07 (F)(5), the undersigned party, L. H. Nelson, D.V.M. (“Respondent”), 
holder of license No. 1162 for the practice of veterinary medicine in Arizona 
and the Board enter into this Consent Agreement, Findings of Fact, Conclusion 


of Law and Order ("Consent Agreement”) as final disposition of this matter. 


CONSENT AGREEMENT 
Respondent understands and agrees that: 
1. The Board has jurisdiction over Respondent and the subject matter 
pursuant to A.R.S. §32-2201, ef. seq. 
2. Respondent has the right to consult with an attorney prior to entering into 
this Consent Agreement. Respondent has a right to a public hearing 


concerning this case. He further acknowledges that at such hearing she could 
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present evidence and cross-examine witnesses. Respondent irrevocably waives 
his right to such a hearing. 

3. Respondent irrevocably waives any right to rehearing or review or to any 
judicial review or any other appeal of these matters. 

4. The Consent Agreement, once approved by the Board and signed by the 
Respondent, shall constitute a public record, which may be disseminated as a 
formal action of the Board. Sufficient evidence exists for the Board to make the 
Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law set forth in the Consent Agreement. 

5. Respondent acknowledges and understands that this Consent 
Agreement will not become effective until it is signed by the Board's Executive 
Director on behalf of the Board. Respondent acknowledges and agrees that 
upon signing and returning this Consent Agreement to the Board's Executive 
Director, Respondent may not revoke his acceptance of the Consent 
Agreement or make any modifications to the document, regardless of whether 
the Consent Agreement has been issued by the Executive Director. 

6. lf any part of the Consent Agreement is later declared void or otherwise 
unenforceable, the remainder of the Order in its entirety shall remain in force 
and effect. 

7. Respondent acknowledges that any violation of this Consent Agreement 
constitutes unprofessional conduct pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2232 and may result 
in disciplinary action pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2234. 

8. This Consent Agreement and Order is effective on the date signed by the 


Board. 
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0 
DATED this 1g day of 


L.H. Nelson, DV, 


FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. The Board is the duly constituted authority for the regulation and control of 
the practice of veterinary medicine in the State of Arizona. 

2. Respondent holds license No. 1162 for the practice of veterinary medicine 
in the State of Arizona. 

3. “Rose,” a 10-year-old female Long-haired Dachshund was owned by 
Cherished Tails Senior Sanctuary and was diagnosed with diabetes mellitus. 
Once regulated, the dog was scheduled to be spayed and have a dental 
procedure prior to adoption. 

A. On February 8, 2022, the dog was presented to Respondent for a spay 
and dental procedure. According to Complainant, the dog was diagnosed 
with a fatty mass at that time. Upon exam, the dog had a weight = 11.06 
pounds, a temperature = 96.8 degrees, a pulse rate = 120bpm, and a 
respiration rate = 30rpm; BAR. The dog received his insulin the night before, was 
fasted and no insulin was administered that morning. Blood work was 
performed and the glucose was noted as 143mg/dl; all other values were 
normal. Another glucose reading prior fo surgery revealed 11 Img/dl. 

5. An \V catheter was placed and fluids were started {type unknown). The 
dog was administered Pen G 1.0mL (concentration unknown); atropine 
OAmg/mL, 0.5 (route unknown); masked with gas anesthetic (type unknown) 


and intubated. The dog was spayed then had a dental performed. According 
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to the medical record, 5 teeth were extracted; not clear which teeth were 
removed. The dog’s temperature remained low during the anesthetic 
procedures — no notations if warming techniques were used. Additionally, no 
pain management was noted to be administered before, during, or after the 
procedures. No medications were dispensed at discharge with the foster family 
nor were instructions for dosage or frequency of medications to be given if 
already had at home. 

6. Respondent stated in his narrative that the dog had a very odd fat 
deposition causing her to look very lumpy and bumpy with multiple lipomas 
over her body. This was not noted in the medical record. Respondent stated 
that he did not recall a hernia. No hernia was noted on previous exams by his 
associate. 

7. On February 12, 2022, the dog was adopted to Ms. Popiela. Ms. Popiela 
noted the dog was underweight and was advised by the foster family that the 
dog had vomited earlier that morning. If was also noted that the dog had a 
mass on her abdomen which was soft to the touch. Ms. Popiela was advised by 
the foster that Respondent believed it was a lipoma and could be removed in 
the future to improve the quality of life. 

8. That evening the dog ate and received her dose of insulin; however, once 
arriving home, the dog vomited most of her meal. Ms. Popiela also noted that 
the soft mass was fender and the dog showed signs of distress when handled in 
that area. The dog was monitored closely overnight and into ihe next morning. 
When the dog appeared lethargic and inappetent, she was taken to an 


emergency facility for evaluation. 
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9, After evaluation and diagnostics, the dog was diagnosed with a body 
wall herniation of the spay incision and herniation of small intestinal contents 
into the SQ space over the left caudal mammary gland. There was free fluid in 
the abdomen and the treating veterinarian was concerned the dog had 
Cushing's disease. After discussion with the pet owner — they wanted to take 
the dog to Respondent the next day — the treating veterinarian advised against 
waiting and recommended surgery that day; pet owner approved. 

10, Surgeon, Dr. Moore, was called in to perform surgery. Intraoperatively the 
hernia was noted to be associated with the left inguinal region and not 
associated with the spay incision as originally suspected. Dr. Moore noted a 
chronic fibrosing hernia with the ileum in a large hernia sac. Moderate amount 
free fluid in abdomen with turbid appearance was noted. The bladder was 
adhered to the hernial opening along with the uterine stump. Dr. Moore 
dissected out the ileum, bladder and uterine stump. Resection and anastomosis 
of 6-8 cm of ileum and jejunum was performed. Partial separation of the ileum 
and cecum was performed fo obtain sufficient ileum to close the anastomosis. 
The incision was closed and wrapped with omentum. The abdomen was 
lavaged with warm saline and a JP drain was placed. 

11. The dog remained hospitalized for continued care and treatment. A 
subsequent surgery was required on 2/18/22 due to extensive purulent material 
along the entire length of the incision; the linea was also infected. 

12. The dog continued to worsen; ‘therefore, the’ pet owners elected to 
humanely euthanize the dog on 2/21/22. 

13. The Board concluded that Respondent's omissions in the medical record 


as well as not ensuring the dog would be receiving appropriate post-surgical 
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medications were an administrative violation. Those omissions were minor 
medical record keeping violations that were routine entries that did not affect 


the diagnosis or care of the animal. 


CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
14. The Findings of Fact constitutes administrative violation of A.R.S. § 32-2233 
(B) (3) minor records violations that are routine entries into a medical record 
and that do not affect the diagnosis or care of the animal. 
ORDER 

Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law it is 
ORDERED that Respondent, License, No. 1162, shall pay a five hundred dollar 
($500) civil penalty within 60 days from the effective date of the Consent 
Agreement. Civil penalty shall be made payable to the Arizona State 
Veterinary Medical Examining Board and must be paid by certified check, 
cashier’s check or money order. 

1. Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws/rules governing 
the practice of veterinary medicine in this state. 

2. Respondent shall bear all costs of complying with this Consent 
Agreement. 

3. This Consent Agreement is conclusive evidence of the matters 
described and may be considered by the Board in determining an appropriate 
sanction in the event a subsequent violation occurs, In the event Respondent 
violates any term of this Consent Agreement, the Board may, affer opportunity 


for Informal Interview or Formal Hearing, take any other appropriate disciplinary 
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action authorized by law, including suspension or revocation of Respondent's 


license. 


4 
ISSUED THIS_Z0. DAY OF 2pvemdbe, 2022. 


FOR THE BOARD: 


ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 


Jessica Creager, Chairperson 


By 


Victoria Whitmofe, Executive Director 


Original of the foregoing filed 
This _ Ae” day of AM evpeel2022 with: 


Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
1740 W. Adams St, Ste. 4600 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 


Copy of the foregoing mailed by Certified, return receipt mail 
This 20% day of Yirwenkée , 2022 to: 


L. H. Nelson, DVM 
Address on file 
Respondent 


Copy of the foregoing sent by regular mail 


this_eo* day of Yimens- 2022 to: 


David Stoll, Esq. 

Beaugureau, Hancock, Stoll and Schwartz, PC 
302 E. Coronado Rd 

Phoenix, Arizona 85004 


By: A ood inse 


Board Staff 
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